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Chapel Organ Dedicated
The Oordt College chapel organ was
dedicated
dedicatory

September
1 in a combined
service and recital. Built in St.

Hyacinthe, Quebec, the $240,000 Casavant
pipe organ is one of the finest

in the Mid-

west.
Dr. Joan Ringerwole

was organist

for

the dedicatory
recital. Dr. Ringerwole,
associate professor of music at Oordt
College,

degree

holds

a Doctor

in organ

of

Musical

performance

from

Arts

the

University of Iowa. She has recently been
featured as soloist with University of Iowa
Chamber
Orchestra
and also as guest
recitalist at SI. John's Abbey in St. Cloud,
Minnesota. Among the selections for the
recital was Fantasy on Psalm CL, a cornposition by Gerhard Krapf, commissioned
by Dordt College for the dedication of the
organ.

The chapel organ is a three-manual
tracker-action
instrument with thirty-seven
stops and fifty-seven ranks. It is designed
especially
for leading hymn singing, for
teaching
and recitals,
and for accompanying vocal and instrumental performances. The instrument
has a contemporary
sound based on classic construction
principles of Northern Europe during the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries.
Casavant Freres of St. Hyacinthe constructed the organ as it celebrated its one
hundredth birthday. The organ is the 3360th
constructed
by the company since it was
established in 1879.
The organ was donated to the college
by Mrs. Minnie J. Dahm of Sioux Center.
Originally from Pella, Iowa, Mrs. Dahm is
currently archivist in the Dordt College Archives and Dutch Memorial Collection.

Dordt College Chapel Organ
The chapel organ is composed of four
free-standing cases. Its casework is oak and
its facade pipes, all of which are functional,
are polished tin.

Enrollment Remains
Stable

Spanish Trumpets
The pipes

of the Spanish

Console
trumpets,

which project
horizontally
from the
casework, add both visual Interest and tonal
color to the organ. They find their origin In
seventeenth century Spanish organs to
which they were added to celebrate battle
victories.

As Is common In many tracker-actlon
pipe organs, the console keyboard Is reversed,

having black naturals and white sharps. The
round walnut stops, located on each side of
the keyboard, are labeled In Dutch-a
parenthetical
acknowledgement
of the
college's cultural heritage.

"I
am really
pleased
with
the
enrollment picture this year," said Director
of Admissions
Howard Hall. "We expect
Dordt's student body to remain the same as
last year-around
1220 students."
Hall
commented
that he was pleased with a
stable enrollment in view of the opening of
The King's College in Alberta, Canada.
Although Canadian enrollment at Dordt has
dropped slightly this year, enrollment
of
United States students is up. Hall expected
about 810 upperclassmen and 410 freshman
to register.
Students have registered from thirtythree states and six Canadian provinces.
For the first time in its history, the college
has several students from Alaska. Students
from Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, and
West Germany are also enrolled.
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From the President's Pen.

Voice

• •
by Rev. B. J. Haan

Capitalizing on
our Roots

In this issue of the Voice and the next, we
are presenting the major part of President B. J.

Haan's address to the graduates of the Reformed
Bible College on May 4, 1979. Since much of
this speech will be of interest to all concerned
Reformed Christians, we are publishing the
main contents in the Voice

Our common commitment places us
together

Biblical

in a common

world

stream and pattern of

and

life

views.

It

distinguishes
us from such evangelical
systems of thought as for example, fundamentalism,
and dispensational ism, as
well as the Baptistic, the Lutheran, and the
Roman Catholic world and life concepts.
There is a network, a system of principles, painstakingly
developed
over the
years through thorough Biblical scholarship
which we call Reformed. This system ought
to color our thinking,
serve, direct, and
distinguish
us. These Reformed principles
constitute our roots. They are handed down
to us in God's providence as a sacred trust
to be studied, refined, enhanced, applied to
our times and passed along for the benefit
of future generations.

My plea is that we who
cherish the reformed heritage
must be on the offensive.

It is my contention tonight, that in spite
of all our good intentions and achievements
we have not done well enough in exercising
this solemn obligation.
Our performance
has not done true justice to the richness,
the vitality,
the relevancy and the comprehensiveness of our reformed roots.
My plea is that we who cherish the
reformed heritage must be on the offensive.
The clear mandate is to capitalize on our
roots.
To do so demands
more than

Christian
higher educational
institutions
which are battling to be true to the faith of
our fathers. Obviously these are extremely
important. What we need desperately is to
devise new and better ways for bringing
together and reinforcing
Calvinists as they
are involved in their day to day combat with
the forces which threaten to weaken and often make ineffective
our biblical reformed
witness. We tend to lose track of each other
after we graduate-to
go our individual
ways. Our times demand
that we consolidate our efforts.

How and why so many reared
in the reformed faith have
opted for other, less meaningfully effective evangelical
systems and methods is hard
to understand.

I make this plea for good reason. It is
my confirmed
conviction
that the growing
and deepening apostacy in our day can be
most effectively
withstood,
counteracted,
overcome and defeated
by our reformed
principles. How and why so many reared in
the reformed faith have opted for other, less
meaningfully
effective evangelical systems
and methods is hard to understand. There
may be something
more superficially
glamorous,
more sensational
about other
systems. But the problems of our society
are far too complex
for the spectacular,
ready-made,
easy to apply
remedies,
solutions,
and methods
of many of our
evangelical
friends.
Despite
this
fact
however, there has been a growing disenchantment
with, ignorance of, and departure from the much needed reformed principles which constitute
our roots. We have
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been in large part selling our birthright for a
mess of pottage. That situation
must be
turned around. Rather than allow our roots
to vanish, we need to capitalize on these
roots for the sake of our children
and
society at large.
To establish my point, look with me for
a moment at the actual situation which we
face in our world today. Paul tells us in
Ephesians that we war not against flesh and
blood but against principalities
and powers
in high places. Satanic forces surround us
on all sides and are involved in practically
every issue. This has always been true but
in the last days we know that it will become
increasingly
worse.
The anti-Christian
powers are content with nothing less than
the dominance
of every area of life with
their
own
God
opposing,
mancentered-this
worldly view of life. In a
systematic way, primarily by controlling
the
educational
media, and thus deeply and
pervasively
inculcating
the
secular
philosophy
into the minds and hearts of
men, Satan has been able to gain the
leadership
and the control
in all the
strategic
areas of society-government,
education,
labor,
industry,
communications,
recreation, etc.
One only has to look at what has happened to the lord's Day to read the story of
our times.
Satan's strategy, of course, through
the dominance of all these strategic areas
of life is to determine the thought patterns
and the life style of our society, including
God's people. And thus he aims gradually to
influence
and permeate Christian
homes
and the church with his secular spirit. Thus
he hopes to break down the Christian home
and muffle, if not silence, the truly antithetical, reforming powerof the pulpit.

What Satan fears is Biblically
grounded Calvinism.

For thts reason the Biblical Calvinistic
Reformed world-and-life
view which under
the universal lordship of Jesus Christ lays
its redemptive
claim on every aspect of
society and battles the anti-Christ on every
front poses the greatest threat to Satan's
endeavors. For that very reason anti-Christ
is not seriously disturbed
by the attitude
and approach
of so many non-reformed
systems
which are content
merely with
saving the individual soul while leaving the
world itself and all its activities
largely to
the control and desires of the devil. What
Satan
fears
is
biblically
grounded
Calvinism.

(to be continued)
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Cook Writes Stories, Teaches Writing

Hugh Cook

A teacher of writing who has a need to
write, Hugh Cook rejoined the Dordt faculty
this fall after a year at the Iowa Writers'
Workshop. Hugh has taught creative writing
at Dordt since 1970, and had been writing
poetry for several years prior to that time.
About ten years ago, though, he found himself unable to write more poems. "Why that
happened, I'm not sure," he said. "Whether
they were the product of a youthful romanticism and a need, that I outgrew, to get in
touch with certain feelings, I'm not sure. At
any rate, the juices disappeared."
But the need to write never left him. After several years of frustration, he found an
answer when he started reading stories by
Flannery O'Conner,
a Catholic-Christian
writer. "She opened up something for me,"
he remembered. "I began to realize that I
had all kinds of material inside myself-in
my background-for
fiction."
That
background
is the
Dutch
Canadian immigrant culture. Cook grew up
as part of the Dutch community in Canada
formed by the wave of emigration from the
Netherlands
after World War II. "An immigrant
culture
provides
material
for a
writer,"
he observed, "for whenever one
culture rubs against another so directly, you
have the material for fiction. The material is
in other communities as well, but the ethnic
factor does accentuate it."
Because
his stories
come
from
Canadian culture, Cook has submitted them
to Canadian publishers. Four have already
been accepted for publication in university
quarterlies.
"I've really had to struggle with the
concept of audience,"
commented
Hugh,
"and to decide to whom I want to direct my
stories-the
evangelical
Christian
community or the literary community. It means a
lot to me to be accepted by the literary
community-that
I can write fiction with
quality enough to be accepted."
By directing his stories first to the literary community, he hopes to be eventually accepted
by both it and the broader Christian community.

"Being
accepted
is important
to a
writer," he said, "and any writer who says
differently is not telling the truth."
It is especially important to him, at the
same time, to be true to his Christian commitment
and to his craft. "I have suppressed stories,"
he remembered,
"that
were merely clever or non-edifying,
even
though they would have been accepted by
the secular community.
I have held off on
them because they would serve no one."
Being a part of the Iowa Writers'
Workshop this past year has been an important part of Hugh's development as a writer.
It is considered by many to be the finest
writers' workshop in the United States. It
accepts only fifty of the six hundred writers
who apply to its fiction workshop each year.
After he had started writing fiction, Hugh
applied, submitting
two short stories. His

acceptance into the program enabled him to
be part of a literary community in which he
attended classes and wrote stories which
were critiqued
by his professors,
fellow
students
in the workshop,
and visiting
writers.
"One of the best parts of the
program,"
he said, "was the visiting
of
writers who performed
readings of their
works, and also critiqued student work."
Hugh feels that at the workshop he
grew both as a writer, and as a teacher of
writing.
He commented,
"The
insights
gained from established writers, seeing the
way they conduct the workshop, plus the
constant
evaluation
of writing
done by
others in the workshop, has all helped me in
my own teaching,
not only in creative
writing but in my other literature courses as
wen."

Lectureship Institute Begins

Rockne McCarthy
As the 1979-80 school year begins on
campus, the Lectureship Center also begins
its activities. Director of the Center is Rev.
J. B. Hulst. Joining him are McKendree
Langley and Rockne McCarthy.
Hulst commented that the institute has
two purposes:
to aid Dordt College
in
providing Christian education by in-depth
studies,
and to share with the broader
Christian
community
the results
of its
research.
"Members
of the Lectureship
Center," he said, "are making themselves
available
for public lectures across the
country."
Sixteen
lectures
have already
been scheduled across the United States
and Canada.
Occupying the Abraham Kuyper Chair
of the Institute, McKendree Langley brings
to the institute
an expertise in European
history. As a Doctor of Letters Candidate at
the Free University of Amsterdam, Langley
is currently writing a dissertation about the
formation
of Kuyper's Anti-Revolutionary

McKendree

Langley

Party in the Netherlands
from 1872-1880.
Langley holds a Master of Divinity Degree
from Westminister
Theological
Seminary
and a Master's in European History from
Northeastern
University in Boston. Among
his duties for the institute are: presentation
of lectures for the public and for the Dordt
student body, preparing radio programs for
KDCR
and
articles
for
Christian
publications,
and expansion of the library
holdings of the Kuyper Center.
Rockne McCarthy holds the Visiting
Lecturer Chair of the Institute. McCarthy is
to teach courses
on campus
half-time,
prepare articles for publication,
and perform research to aid such agencies as the
Association
for Public Justice
and the
Christian Farmers' Organization. McCarthy
holds a Ph.D. in history from St. Louis
University and has previously taught at both
Trinity
Christian
College
and Calvin
College. H is current research project concerns public justice and educational equity.

- --------
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Dordt Establishes Counseling Center

Quentin Van Essen
Counseling Center
Coordinator
Two counselors, Quentin Van Essen
and Karen Helder, have joined the Dordt
staff
as part of a newly-established
academic counseling
center on campus.
Together with Jay Van Groningen, who
joined the Dordt staff last year, they will
form an academic counseling team on campus.
Quentin Van Essen is coordinator for
the counseling
center. Since graduating
from Dordt in 1970, he has been a teacher
and counselor
at Central
Minnesota
Christian School in Prinsburg, Minnesota.
He holds an M.S. in School Counseling from
St. Cloud State University in St. Cloud Minnesota. In addItion to coordinating
e center, Quentin will be responsible especially
for vocational and placement counseling.
Karen Helder comes to Dordt College

Newsbrief
Taylor to Speak in Florida
Rev. E. L H. Taylor has been asked to
be a speaker for the International Lecture
Series at Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church
in Fort Lauderdale,. Florida. The series
describes Itself as "designed to challenge
Christians and non-Christians alike with the
need for a consistent and comprehensive
Christian witness in these trying times."

Planned Gifts and Bequests
Seven individuals have been assisted
by Dordt College over the past few months
in completing their estate plans. These individuals were all able to generate enough
tax savings to provide a gift for the college
and at the same time
increase
their
children's inheritance.
Two living charitable trusts have been
established which will provide income and
estate tax advantages for the donors, increase their current income, and provide
generous gifts for the college.

Karen Helder
Director of Women's
Resident Life

------
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Drama Department
Selects Season
"Variety" is the term for the 1979-80 theatre
season at Dordt College. The roster includes: Merchant of Venice, Purpaleanie and
other Permutations, A View from the Bridge,
and The Tavern. Merchant of Venice is a
Shakespearian
comedy-drama, Purpafeanie
is the dramatization of a book of poetry by a
Calvin College professor, A View from the
Bridge is a serious play by an American
playwright, and The Tavern is a light, whodun-it mystery.
Merchant of Venice, which opened September 14, is the story of a loan negotiated

with three years' experience
as staff
with a pound of flesh as collateral. What
psychologist and team leader at Wedgwood
begins in "merry sport" soon turns serious.
Acres Christian Youth Homes. She holds an
Merchant is a study of the use and misuse of
M.S. in Clinical Psychology from Eastern
wealth, of love, and of marriage.
Michigan
University.
She and Jan Van
Purpaleanie, performed experimentally
Groningen
will provide academic
counon campus last spring, is scheduled for fullseling
for students
and will conduct
scale production in November. It is to be a
workshops on personal growth topics for
multimedia presentation based on a book of
students. Both Karen and Jay are also direcpoems by Sletze Buning (the pen name of
tors of resident life.
Stan Wiersma, native of northwest Iowa and
Rev. J. 8. Hulst, vice president for
English professor at Calvin College). The
student affairs, will continue to provide
choice of Purpafeanie, in the words of its
pastoral
counseling
for students.
Exdirector Verne Meyer, "springs
from the
pressing his satisfaction
with the countheatre arts department's
commitment
to
seling center staff, he commented,
"All
present
in three-dimensional,
theatrical
tree
0 our cen er staff mem5ers hol(j~~-"'ro~f'm
pie-ce-s-crt1tteTature"'"Wh-rctlare-wrtrreo -es
master's degrees in counseling. I feel that we
by Christians-including
Christians
from
now have one of the best student counour background."
seling centers in the area."
View from a Bridge, to be mounted in
February 1980, is a twentieth-century
drama
by the outstanding
American playwright,
Arthur Miller. It examines a theme typical of
Dordt Says "Thank You"
Miller-the
value of one's good name and
reputation. The Tavern by George M. Cohen
Dordt College thanks the family of Jack
is the lightest entertainment
of the four
and Vera De Groot of Parkersburg, Iowa, for
productions. Scheduled for performance in
its memorial gift for the Dordt chapel music
April 1980, it is a murder mystery complete
center. The college is also grateful for a
with hero and villain, narrow escapes, and a
generous bequest from the estate of Ida
love triangle
Meyer, Bunde, Minnesota.

De Jong in Who's Who
Dr. James A. De Jong, associate
professor of theology, has been nominated
for inclusion in the seventeenth edition of
Who's Who in the Midwest and has also been
asked to supply biographical
entries for
both International
Who's Who in Education
and the seventh
edition
of Men
of
Achievement.

Fall Drive Scheduled
Director of Development Lyle Gritters announced that the Fall Foundation
Drive
week has been scheduled for October 29November 2. During the week solicitors will
be calling at the homes of Dordt constituency for donations for debt reduction
at the college.

FaCUlty Receive Degrees
Four Dordt faculty
members
were
recently awarded advanced degrees. They
are: Joan Ringerwole,
Hugh Cook, Len
Rhoda, and Daryl Vander
xoot.
Joan
Ringerwole received her degree this spring
while teaching at Dordt. Cook, Rhoda, and
Vander Kooi completed
their work this
summer, each after a year's leave of absence
from the college. Ringerwole was awarded a
Doctor of Musical Arts degree in organ performance at the University of Iowa, Cook a
Master of Fine Arts degree from the University of Iowa, Rhoda a Doctor of Education
Degree in Physical Education
from the
Brigham Young University, and Vander Kooi
a Doctor of Education Degree from Montana
State University.
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Seven Join Dordt Faculty

Charles Adams
Assistant Professor
Physical Science

of

Lillian Grissen
Instructor of Journalism
and English

Robert Hllbellnk
Instnictor of Accounting

James Mahaffy
Assistant Professor
01 Biology

courses
on campus.
Her
previous experience includes
teaching in elementary schools
in Michigan, Tennessee, and
Kentucky, and serving as a
reading
specialist
in the
Chicago area for ten years.
Another husband and wife
are:also joining the Dordt staff.
LiHian Grissen has been appointed instructor
of journalism and English. She holds
William Stronks
Myron Toerlng
an M.A. in Journalism from the
Associate Professor of
Teaching Assistant in
University of Colorado and is
Foreign Language
Business Administration
presently managing editor for
Christian Educators Journal. She
Dordt added seven new faculty members in
has previously: taught in the Phoenix and
six departments for the 1979-80school year.
Denver school systems. Her husband
Raymond Grissen will be working in the
New faculty were added in the biology,
building/maintenance department. He has
business, education, language, journalism
been superintendent
of facilities
at
and physical science departments.
Two men have been appointed to teach
Bethesda Hosp'ital in Denver for ten years.
natural science courses. Charles Adams
Joining the business department to
joins the faculty as assistant professor of
teach accounting
courses is Robert
physical science after eight years of
Hilbelink. He joins the Dordt staff after
teaching at Eastern Christian High School
eighteen years as a practicing Certified
in Paterson, New Jersey. Previous to that he
Public Accountant (C.P.A.) He holds a B.S.
served as analytical engineer for United Airin Business Administration from Denver
craft Corporation. He holds an M.S. in
University. Another C.P.A. joining the
Mechanical Engineering from Rensselaer
business department is Myron Toering.
Polytechnic
Institute
and an M.A. in
Myron holds an M.A. in accounting from the
Teaching from Montclair State College.
University of Iowa and a J.D. in Law from the
James Mahaffy of Urbana, Illinois, has been
University of Tulsa. He will teach part-time
appointed assistant professor of biology.
at the college, and is employed part-time
Mr. Mahaffy holds an M.S. from the Univeralso by the trust department of a local bank.
sity of Illinois and is scheduled to receive
his doctorate from the same school in October of this year. A graduate of Dordt, he
previously taught at Unity Christian High,
Orange City, Iowa.
A husband and wife team, William and
Gloria Stronks, is joining the foreign
languageand education departments, respectively. Dr. Stronks has been appointed
associate professor of foreign language
Oct. 4-5 - Teachers' Institute (No classes)
Nov. 21 - Thanksgiving recess begins.
and will supervise the Netherlands Study
Nov. 27 - Classes resume.
Program for Dordt. He received his Ph.D.
from Vander Bllt University in 1968 and has
Dec. 21 - First semester ends.
been teaching at Trinity Christian College in
Jan. 16· Second semester begins.
Palos Heights, Illinois. Mrs. Stronks,
March 20 - Spring break begins.
April 1 . Classes resume.
currently a doctoral candidate at Northern
May 9 - Commencement
Illinois University, will teach education

1979~80School
Year Schedule

Gloria Stronks
Assistant Professor
of Education

Dordt Adds
Computer Equipment
Over the summer Dordt acquired computer communications equipment to be
used for processing class lists, grade reports,
transcripts, and mailing lists for Dordt
publications. Included in the purchases are
three cathode ray terminals (C. R. T.'s) for
entering information into the computer and
a: printer for printouts of information
required on campus.
The computer to which Dordt's equipment is connected is located at West mar
College in Le Mars, Iowa. While Dordt owns
the communications equipment on campus,
it rents time on the Westmar-owned computer. Approximate cost of Dordt's equipment was$11,350.
Professor Willis Alberda, who along
with several members of Dordt's administration researched the possible computer options for Dordt, explained the need
for the equipment. "Previous to this time we
used Westmar's computer, but brought
computer cards to Le Mars for the information to be entered into the computer. In
January 1978 Westmar decided to change
its computer system and that meant we had
to change ours."
According to Alberda, there were two
choices: Dordt could purchase a complete
computer and hire the personnel needed to
run it, or it could purchase computer communication equipment and continue to rent
time from the West mar computer. After
studying the costs involved, it was decided
that the best interim solution was the purchase of the communications equipment
only. Alberda added, "If our needs expand,
we can still move toward our own
system-and we will have a better understanding of one company's equipment and
will know how well we like it."

Page6

Oordt College Voice

Newsbrief
Conference Brings Notables
The August 24·27 Political Conference
of the
brought
national

Association
for Public
Justice
to campus several speakers of
and international
repute. Among

them were: Galsha Buthelezi, leader of the
Zulu people in South Africa; Tom Skinner,
Black Baptist minister and former Harlem
gang leader; Michael Novak, columnist,

social critic, scholar, and author; and John
Perkins from the Voice of Calvary Ministries
in Jackson, Mississippi. The theme of the
conference was "Justice for AIL"
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Study Abroad or Study Engineering
Oordt College is offering two new
programs for interested students. They are
a Netherlands overseas program and an
engineering program.
Selected
upperclassmen
will be
eligible for the study abroad program. It will
be a unique opportunity to spend the spring
semester in a different living and learning
situation,
while earning 14-17 regular
semester credits. Dr. William Stronks will
be supervising the Netherl'ands Overseas
Program.
All subjects, except language courses,
will be taught in English. Instructors will be
Oordt faculty members and Dutch part-time
teachers. Classes will be held in Leiden and
in Amsterdam, supplemented by fieldtrips

to art galleries, museums, and other places.
Students will live with a Dutch family
andlor in apartments rented by the college.
During the two-week Easter vacation,
students may make their own arrangements
to travel in the Netherlands or other
European countries at their own expense.
Oordt
presently
offers
a preengineering program. This will be expanded
over the next two years to become a fouryear degree program, subject to review by
the Oordt Board of Trustees.
Charles Adams will be teaching
physical science and engineering. However,
no new engineering courses are scheduled
for first semester.

College Celebrates Twenty-Fifth
Oordt College is a quarter of a century
old this year and plans are underway for
celebration of the anniversary. Among the
plans is the production of an anniversary

film about the college. The film will have a
premier showing on campus and then be
circulated throughout the United States and
Canada.

Have you moved recently?
Our list of addresses for alumni and alumni parents has become badly out of date. As we
switch to our new computer system (see article on page 5), we would like to make our records
more current. Please help us by sending in the form below. Please send it to:
Dale Walvoort, Development Representative, Oordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
Name

Publications Still Available
Be Thou Exalted, Lord!, a setting of
Psalms from the Psalter Hymnal, and the
three Dordt Press Books are still available
from the college. The Oordt Press books
are: The Armor of Light, Merle Meeter, ed.,
The Unity in Creation by Russell Maatman,
and Sign of a Promise by James Schaap. For
further information write: Oordt Bookstore,
Oordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

_

Former Address

_

Current Address

I am

_

an alumnus

an alumni parent

HEW Commends Dordt
Dordt College recently receiveda letter of
commendation from the Bureau of Student
Financial Assistance of the Office of
Education of the Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare 'for its low default
rate on repayment of student loans.
HEW commended Oordt for having a
default rate of 4.60 percent on the
repayment of these loans. The national
average of defaults on NDSL is 17.36 percent and the Office of Education's goal is for
each participating institution to keep its
default rate at 10 percent. Mr. Bernard De
Wit, Dordt's Business Manager, observed
that the college's record is exceptional
because the students come from homes
which teach that reimbursement
of
borrowed money is their Christian responsibility.

Dordt College
Sioux Center, lowa51250
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